


Main Light: The principle light source striking the subject.
(Also referred to as Key Light.)

Fill Light: Secondary light source used to accent the subject
or fill shadowed area.

Hair Light: Normally positioned behind and above the subject
at a 45° downward angle to the subject, it
highlights the hair, thus adding greater detail.

Back Light: Accent light, placed directly behind the subject on
a direct axis with the camera lens, provides a halo
or rim effect, thus separating the subject from the
background.

Background Light: Used to illuminate the background to desired degree,
and, when color film is used, to control the color of
the background. (Generally a broad light source.)

Bounce or
Umbrella Lighting: Provides a soft, indirect, diffused light to minimize

shadows.

Flat Frontal Lighting
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90° or Split Lighting



High Frontal or “Butterfly Lighting”



Rembrandt or 45° Lighting
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Umbrella or Bounce Lighting Background Lighting

Hair Light Placement


